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person is not aware of what has happened. When the seizure occurs during a teacher’s 
lecture, the pupil often doesn’t understand why the teacher is suddenly talking about 
something different. These seizures have been mistaken for daydreaming, but the indi-
vidual cannot be brought out of the seizure by touch or loud voices. Often it is the 
observant teacher who first detects that something is wrong with the student.

In a complex partial seizure, consciousness is impaired, and the person usually 
exhibits a series of motor movements that may appear voluntary but are beyond the 
person’s control. For example, some individuals having a complex partial seizure will 
appear dazed and engage in purposeless activity such as walking aimlessly, picking up 
objects, or picking at their clothes. Some individuals may start laughing, gesturing, 
or repeating a phrase. Whatever the person’s particular pattern, the same pattern will 

Strategies for Effective Teaching and Learning
Strategies That May Be Used for Students With Traumatic Brain Injury

Impairments Strategies Examples

Poor attention Decrease distractions.

Provide cues to attend.

Limit amount of information.

Provide advance organizers.

Move away extra pencils.

Touch card that says “Listen.”

Divide up information.

Give list of important events.

Memory problems Teach verbal rehearsal strategies.

Teach use of visual imagery.

Provide information in writing.

Give a school schedule.

Repeat directions.

Student repeats list of people.

Student visualizes battle for history.

Give teacher’s notes.

Put pictures by each subject.

Repeat one direction at a time.

Decreased writing speed and accuracy Give more time on tests.

Decrease assignment load.

Have student type instead of writing by 
hand.

Student takes test over two periods.

Student writes two fewer papers.

Student writes faster using keyboard.

Decreased stamina and endurance Allow rest breaks.

Adjust school day.

Have peer carry books.

Student rests for five minutes.

Student comes for half day.

Friend helps with books.

Impulsive behavior Encourage “thinking time.”

Discuss rules each day.

Redirect inappropriate behavior.

Remove unnecessary material.

Role-play.

Have student wait, then answer.

Review rules.

Tell student to sit, open book.

Book bags are placed at side of room.

Practice different scenarios.

complex partial seizure: A type of 
epileptic seizure whereby the person 
exhibits purposeless motor activity for 
a brief period of time; consciousness is 
impaired.


